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Ecologlcal sitea kind of land with specifi
" physical characteristics, which difters fr
4 other kinds of land in its ability to produ
;.ggdlstlnctlve kinds and amounts of
f~"'vegetation and In Its response to
management
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What characteristics determine
proaductivity?

~ Ecological sitea kind of land with specifi
* physical characteristics, which differs fr
4 other kinds of landh its ability to produce
_ distinctive kinds and amounts of

~ vegetatiorand in its response to







What characteristics determine sfort
and longterm response o manageme

~ Ecological sitea kind of land with specif
* physical characteristics, which differs fr
4 other kinds of land in its ability to produ
;ﬂ;-distinctive kinds and amounts of
- vegetationand in its response to




(Relatively) static vs. Dynamic
Soll Properties
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Why do we care?




(Relatively) static vs. dynamic soil propertie:

A (Relatively) static properties:

| are used to define samap unit components (and
therefore ecological sites)

I change little in response to differences In
management and vegetation

A Dynamic properties:
| are used to define the relative condition of the soil
I change In response to differences in management

| are related to changes ETOdIbIh’[y |nf|Itrat|on
nutrient avallablll y, etc... >




Factors associated with (relatively) static v
dynamic soil properties

A (Relatively) static properties associated with:

I parent material and soil profile development (mineralogy,
depth, texture)

I landscape position (lonterm source/sink for sediment,
water and nutrients)

A Dynamic properties associated with:
I vegetation

I soil biotic activity (from bacteria to badgers)

I aboveground disturbance and shoetérm

erosmn/deposmon (surface texture, flltratlon capacity,
microbiotic crust | ‘




(Relatively) staticsoll properties are used tc
identify ecological sites

A Soil depth

A Soil texture by depth

A Stoniness

A Type of clay (cracking vs. noracking)
















