
 

 

I want to thank each of you for the opportunity to attend a number of Section 
meetings this fall.  I always enjoy these meetings and the chance to meet many of you.  
I especially enjoy Section Board meetings (some say that questions my sanity).  I can 
meet with your Boards for a couple of hours and really get a good understanding of 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƴŜǿ 
things that you are doing, which I can then share with all of SRM.  My intention is to 
have visited every section by next fall.  I had hoped to make more meetings this fall but 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
been attending meetings and have managed to get to most sections, so you know 
what your international organization is doing to improve professional expertise and 
improve rangelands.  Thanks again. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Range Folk, the Unsung Heroes  Charles R. Hart, SRM Director 

9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ Ken Johnson 

There are many heroes in the world today.  Some that probably 
deserve it and some that may not.  When we talk about heroes, 
the first that usually come to mind are our military heroes.  
Each and every person that puts their life on the line for our 
country is a hero in my mind.  As I write this article, it happens 
to be Veterans Day 2009 so obviously that is forefront in my 
mind.  For those of you range folks that are military heroes, I 
personally say thank you for all you have done for me, my fam-
ily and our country.  Without you we would not have the free-
doms we enjoy today as Americans and I hope and pray we 
never lose sight of that. 

We all hear of and know other heroes from time to time.  People that sacrifice 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  hǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ 
fire, and EMS sacrifice much for the sake of others.  Ordinary citizens who sacrifice 
their own safety to help others are heroes in our cities and communities.  People who 
battle and defeat cancer and other life threatening illnesses are heroes to many who 
suffer the same.  But I propose to you that we have many unsung heroes in our Society 
and profession that go unnoticed to the general public. 

Our nation is becoming more and more urban with less direct ties to the land.  Sev-
ering this tie to the land through generations has lead to a general ignorance of how 
they are directly affected by, among other things, the conditions of our rangelands.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Not many people today understand the importance of 
healthy rangelands in terms of ecosystem services that 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
start with the water we drink.  The water we drink 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ƻǳǊ 
streams and rivers into our lakes and reservoirs or from 
percolation through the soil to aquifers beneath the sur-
face.  Many of our members have devoted their careers 
to studying and managing the intricate details of range-
land watersheds.  Without this knowledge and applica-
tion, we would not have the clean, abundant water sup-
ply we enjoy today.  From managing and improving the 
conditions of our rangeland watersheds to understand-
ing the proper functioning of riparian areas, those of you 
who protect and manage this precious resource are un-
sung heroes. 

And what about those delicious steaks we all enjoy!   
Most if not all of those beef cattle that end up a steak on 
ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ƻǿŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
rangelands.  Without healthy rangelands, the whole beef 
cattle industry would crumble.  We simply could not af-
ford to produce quality beef without rangelands.   Many 
of our members have spent their careers studying and 
ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
quality livestock.  For those of you in grazing manage-
ment to range animal nutrition research and the manag-
ers who implement these strategies, you are unsung he-

roes. 

And how popular hunting 
has become over the last 
decade!  In many states, 
landowners are getting more 
income from hunting enter-
prises on their land than 
from their livestock opera-

(Continued from page 1) tions.  Good quality bird populations and those trophy 
ōǳŎƪǎ ƻǊ ōǳƭƭǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ wƻŜōǳŎƪΦ  Lǘ 
takes good habitat management and manipulation to 
sustainably produce good quality wild game.  Healthy 
rangelands are the foundation of these wildlife habitats.  
Many of our members have devoted their careers to the 
study and management of wildlife habitats.  From under-
standing and managing good quality browse and cover 
to targeted brush management programs, our members 
are at the forefront of improving wildlife habitat to pro-
vide this uniquely American experience to its citizens.  
You too are unsung heroes. 

So next time you take a drink of that cold refreshing 
glass of water, right after that juicy warm bite of tender 
sirloin, while you sit at deer camp in the evening talking 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ орл ȅŀǊŘ ǎƘƻǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜΧΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ǇǊƻπ
fessional! 

Staff email addresses: 
 
Ken Johnson: 
kjohnson@rangelands.org 
 
Linda Coates-Markle: 
lcmarkle@rangelands.org 
 
Mary Murphy: 
mmurphy@rangelands.org 
 
Vicky Trujillo: 
vtrujillo@rangelands.org 
 
Karen Johnson: 
karen@rangelands.org 
 
Ann Tanaka: 
atanaka@rangelands.org 
 
info@ranglands.org 

Board of Directors 
Monthly Meeting Notice 

 

¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
is the 1st Tuesday of each month at 

11:00 am MDT. 
 

The next BOD call will be January 5, 2010. 
 

Your 2009 Board of Directors: 
President:  Don Kirby, ND 

Vice President:  Jeff Mosley, MT 
2nd Vice President: Jack Alexander, MT 

Directors: 
Bruce Fox, MT 

Larry Howery, AZ 
Richard Orr, NV 
Jenny Pluhar, TX 
Charles Hart, TX 

Sandy Wyman, OR 

Holly George, CalPac SRM member and Cooperative 
extension Farm Advisor produced a YouTube digital 
story, Keeping People on the Land.  If you would like 
to view this story, click on the link below. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/
PassionForTheLand#p/u/8/C_8VbZI6FLQ 

Holly George and YouTube 

mailto:kjohnson@rangelands.org
mailto:lcmarkle@rangelands.org
mailto:mmurphy@rangelands.org
mailto:vtrujillo@rangelands.org
mailto:karen@rangelands.org
mailto:atanaka@rangelands.org
mailto:info@ranglands.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/PassionForTheLand#p/u/8/C_8VbZI6FLQ
http://www.youtube.com/user/PassionForTheLand#p/u/8/C_8VbZI6FLQ
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Your Executive Committee had a very positive trip to 
DC in mid November.  You can find a detailed report by 
your President elsewhere in the issue.  I do want to 
make a few comments. 

This was the most productive DC visit the Executive 
Committee has made since I have been involved.  We 
asked for a number of items from the federal agencies 
and we received very positive response and support for 
most of these requests.  They included:  support of in-
volvement by federal employees in the leadership of 
professional societies; continued support for liaison posi-
tions with SRM located in Wheat Ridge, and/or the crea-
tion of new liaison positions; and crucial support for SRM 
CPED ESD workshops in the spring.  Support  for the lat-
ter comes in both a commitment of personnel and dol-
lars.  Please take any opportunity to thank agency lead-
ership for their support of SRM and rangeland activities. 

Thanks to Jess Peterson, SRM Washington DC Con-
sultant, we had the opportunity to meet with the USDA 
Risk Management Agency.  This was a first for SRM.  We 
are working with the agency on producer outreach, both 
to advance SRM goals and to inform rangeland users of 
the availability of drought insurance and management 
tools from the agency.  I think this is very promising. 

Last month I shared the guidelines for use of the 
Redd Fund (November Rangeland News).  You may re-
member this fund was established to support producer 
outreach.  Two questions have come to my attention: 

1. If a section has their own booth to take to other 
organization meetings, do they have to use the 
booth from our office? 
 

You do not have to use our booth.  You may use 
you section booth and still qualify for cost share. 

2. Is there an application to complete to apply for 
Redd Funds? 

 

No.  We only need a brief explanation and the 
cost share you are requesting.  This can be as an 
e-mail or hard copy.  Please send request di-
rectly to me and I will be sure it gets on the 
Boards agenda.  I would suggest that, if possi-
ble , you apply at least 60 days prior to the date 
of the meeting to allow the Board time to con-

(Continued from page 1) sider your request. 

Following is an example of a request approved by 
the Board for the use of Redd Funds to represent SRM at 
a non-traditional event. 

The Prairie Partnership 

The Prairie Partnership is the product of over eight 
years of establishing relationships with landowners and 
state and federal agencies in eastern New Mexico and 
the western panhandle of Texas.  The Playa Lakes Joint 
Venture and The Nature Conservancy have invested sig-
nificant effort in developing this collaboration.  The in-
tent of this partnership is to develop a cohesive group of 
producers, resource managers, and conservationists that 
are interested in the integrity of the short grass prairie 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǇǳǊπ
pose is to provide a forum for state, federal, and private 
partners to encourage and support voluntary, proactive 
conservation of prairie and playa habitats. 

SRM, The New Mexico Cattle Growers, and the New 
Mexico Section will partner to man a booth at the 
άtǊŀƛǊƛŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ǳŎǳƳŎŀǊƛΣ baΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
meeting is sponsored by The Nature Conservancy.  This 
is an excellent use of the REDD Funds for SRM outreach 
to producers in a very different way than we have done 
in the past. 

As always, there are a number of volunteers to 
ǘƘŀƴƪΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ {waΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜπ
ciation to the Election Committee members and volun-
teers who counted the ballots and by-law amendments 
results.   They are Chairman Don Smith, Thane Johnson, 
Herman Garcia, Ned Habich, Dave Kathman, and Jerry 
Schwien. 

 
 
 
 

Rangelands and  
Rangeland Ecology & Management  

Online Access 
Login with your Customer Number  and Last Name. 
If you have trouble logging in, check that the Cus-
tomer is your Current Customer Number. This infor-
Ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ  ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ  aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ !ǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
your name on the My Information page or call the 
office at (303) 986-3309 and we will be happy to help 
you. 
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SRM hired Jess Peterson of Western Skies Strategies 
as our Washington, D.C. representative.  Our goals in 
hiring Jess are to have a presence and influence in D.C., 
assist in public relations with legislators, agency heads 
and other professional organizations, as well as increas-
ing membership recruitment efforts.  Jess sends many 
capital updates each month.  You can subscribe to these 
updates at capitalupdates@rangelands.org. 

SRM joined two broad-based coalitions recently.  
The first is the Coalition for Conservation Through 
Ranching.  It is a partnership among national conserva-
tion-minded groups to promote healthy landscapes.  The 
coalition includes the Public Lands Council, NCBA, NACD, 
AFGC and SRM to name a few.  The second is an evolving 
Coalition of Natural Resource Societies involving the 
Wildlife Society, Society of American Foresters, Ameri-
can Fisheries Society and SRM.  This coalition is being 
developed to promote similar conservation goals, coor-
dinate our legislative efforts, and information exchange 
concerning meetings, membership recruitment and re-
tention, and professional development and marketing. 

Fall is an extremely busy time for Board members.  
We have 21 sections within SRM, as well as other profes-
sional societies, that all schedule fall meetings.  We, the 
Board, along with Ken Johnson and the Advisory Council 
leadership attempt to have at least one representative 
at each meeting.  It is not always possible but we try our 
best.  Ken Johnson has been the real workhorse this fall 
as he has attended at least six fall meetings at this time.  
I took the SRM display to The Wildlife Society meetings 
and talked to their Council (Board) about our interest in 
forming a coalition with them.  I also attended the Texas 
Section SRM annual meeting in hot (90+ degrees) and 
ƘǳƳƛŘ όфл҈Ҍύ .ŜŀǳƳƻƴǘΦ  L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀǎ 
it was snowing at the same time in North Dakota.  I want 
to thank the Texas Section for being such good hosts and 
arranging my first tour of The Big Thicket National Pre-
serve.  I reacquainted with old friends and I made many 
new ones at this first class annual meeting. 

LΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇ ǎƻƻƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
have received a ballot in the mail.  Please vote.  We have 
an outstanding slate of candidates that, if elected, will 
be donating many, many volunteer hours to the Society 
and you.  You should have also received the SRM-WSSA 
Annual Meeting information.  The Denver planning com-

(Continued on page 5) 

Highlights of the Third Quarter by Don Kirby, SRM President 

Can you believe it is time for my next quarterly 
report?  Probably.  Can I believe it?  Hardly.  The time 
is really flying by and it seems the faster I try to go the 
ΨōŜƘƛƴŘŜǊΩ L ƎŜǘΦ  /ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ L 
will briefly touch on the most important activities of 
the last three months (August, September, and Octo-
ber). 

First off, we have a change of editors for the 
Rangelands Journal.  Current Editor Ed Fredrickson 
took the job on a temporary basis until a permanent 
editor could be identified.  Rangelands Steering Com-
mittee requested that the BOD hire Lori Hidinger.  Lori 
was offered and accepted the Rangelands editor posi-
tion starting January 2010.  Despite Lori replacing Ed 
CǊŜŘǊƛŎƪǎƻƴΣ 9Ř ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ  IŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ 
continue contributing to Rangelands where possible.  
At this time I would like to express my gratitude to Ed 
for his contributions and leadership of Rangelands 
over the past two years.  Ed faced some challenges 
and despite this never lost focus on improving the 
quality and financial support of the journal.  Please 
welcome Lori Hidinger as the new editor of Range-
lands. 

Ken Johnson and the BOD worked months on re-
viewing and revising a contract with Allen Press for our 
journals.  Contracts with Allan Press run for five years 
so it was in both our interests to get a fair and profit-
able contract developed and approved.  We signed a 
well-discussed contract with Allen Press last month for 
the years 2010-2014.  To summarize the financial sec-
tion of the contract, SRM will pay Allen Press member 
subscriber fees for each volume of Range Ecology and 
Management and Rangelands.  SRM and Allen Press 
will share in other revenues generated by the journals 
such as author royalties, advertising and commercial 
reprint sales.  SRM will be responsible for obtaining 
sponsorships which will be paid directly to SRM.  SRM 
then will pay Allen Press for page charges, etc., with 
any funds left as revenue to SRM.  I would like to thank 
Karen Ridgeway and Peter Burns of Allen Press for 
their patience and guidance during this contract nego-
tiation.  We all need to say a big thanks to Ken John-
son, Jeff Mosley and Jack Alexander for their thor-
oughness in reviewing and revising this contract. 

mailto:capitalupdates@rangelands.org
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mittee led by John Jachetta and Dale Shaner (Weed Science Society of America), and Roy Roath and Lana Pearson from 
{wa ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΗ 

 

In ending, I need to mention that we continue to write letters on timely issues.  We sent one to the Chairs and 
Ranking Members of House and Senate committees outlining our concerns over HR1018 and S1579 bills (Restoring our 
American Mustangs Act).  Our concern is that this Act would move away from a balanced multiple-use management of 
our western public lands.  Another went to Congressman Paul Grijalva with an issue of Rangelands detailing this and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ƛƭŘŦƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 5ŜǎŜǊǘǎέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The DC Report by Don Kirby, SRM President 

 Once again SRM leadership made a fall trip to 
Washington, DC.  On the trip were EVP Ken Johnson, 
Jack Alexander, Sandy Wyman, Linda Coates-Markle 
(BLM Liaison), and myself.  In DC we were accompanied 
by Jess Peterson, of Western Skies Strategies, and Jack 
Isaacs (USFS Liaison) for portions of our visit.  You may 
think this is a vacation for us, but a lot of work goes into 
the trip to make it worthwhile.  I want to thank Ken 
Johnson and Vicky 
Trujillo for schedul-
ing our meetings, 
sending agendas to 
those we were 
meeting with, and 
preparing handouts 
for our meetings. 

 Our main 
goal of this trip was 
to meet with the 
leadership in the 
USDA and the De-
partment of the In-
terior concerning 
ƻǳǊ ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǘǎέ 
which were liaison 
positions with SRM, 
sponsorship of Eco-
logical Site Descrip-
tion workshops, and 
promoting professional development and society partici-
pation by federal employees.  As trips go I judge this one 
as being moderately successful, more so than most. 

 Concerning liaison positions with the SRM, the 
BLM presently supports a full-time position in Wheat 
Ridge with Linda Coates-Markle.  The Forest Service has 
a part-time liaison with the SRM, Jack Isaacs, headquar-
tered in DC.  The NRCS had liaisons, Jeff Burwell and Leo-
nard Jolley, at one time, but no longer support a liaison 
with the SRM.  All three agency leaders - NRCS Chief 
Dave White, BLM Director Bob Abbey, and USFS Chief 
Tom Tidwell, expressed the need for funding positions in 
the field and the alternative cost of maintaining liaison 
positions with other organizations.  In the end, all agreed 
that liaisons fulfill a critical role in communication, train-
ing, and technical transfer.  Each agency head would 

consider the best option for maintaining or establishing 
a liaison with the SRM, be it full-time or part-time, and in 
Wheat Ridge or an alternate location. 

 We spoke to each of the above agency leaders 
plus Agriculture Research Service (ARS) Administrator Ed 
YƴƛǇƭƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {waΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀπ
ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƛǘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭπ

opment work-
shops.  NRCS 
Chief White and 
BLM Director 
Abbey agreed to 
sponsor the 
workshops by 
providing 
$10,000 each 
and personnel 
to develop the 
educational ma-
terials.  ARS Ad-
ministrator Kni-
pling also 
agreed to spon-
sor the work-
shops by offer-
ing meeting fa-
cilities, transpor-
tation, educa-
tional materials, 

and a possible cash donation.  USFS Chief Tidwell de-
layed any decision concerning the workshops until he 
could visit with his leadership team. 

 Our discussions with Chiefs White and Tidwell 
and Director Abbey concerning federal employee partici-
pation in professional organizations such as the SRM 
were well received.  Each agency head supported mem-
bership in and participation on committees/boards of 
professional societies. 

 We ended each of our agency visits by asking 
ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ {wa Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅΚέ   !ƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
Agency heads stated that there is need for more infor-
mation on the effects of global climate change on eco-
systems, plants, water, animals, T&E species, etc., and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The DC Report 

on carbon sequestration on western rangelands.  For the 
public land agencies, they need more research on re-
newable energy sources, wind and solar, on western 
ecosystems, and restoration strategies following long-
term invasions by introduced species.  In addition, the 
BLM continues to face the problems of over-population 
by wild horses and burros and the damage they cause to 
vegetation, soils, and native animal and bird habitats. 

 During this trip we also met with the USDA Risk 
Management Agency Administrator Bill Murphy, Jeff 
Eisenberg from the NCBA Public Lands Council, and Mi-
chael Bean of the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  At the 
Risk Management Agency our conversation centered on 
ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ 
particularly in the areas of crop 
and rangeland production, 
management, and marketing 
strategies.  At the Public Lands 
Council we discussed the new 
Coalition for Conservation 
through Ranching, wild horse 
and burro legislation, and DOI 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ {ŀƭŀȊŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƻŦ 
forming new sanctuaries for 
surplus horse populations, car-
bon sequestration potential of 
western rangelands, sage 
grouse and grazing, and best 
management practices for big-
horn sheep and domestic 
sheep.  With the USFWS we 
introduced the mission of the 
SRM, our CPED programs, and 
discussed our job fair at the 
annual meetings.  Michael Bean 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

(Continued from page 6) programs and joint NTCS/USFWS state meetings of per-
sonnel to exchange information. 

 To wind up this report, I would like to say thank 
you to all who contributed to the success of this trip.  
Thanks to those in charge of scheduling.  I wish it were 
possible to have met with more groups, but after a week 
of the Metro, taxis, and hoofing-it to various buildings 
and locations, we had enough.  Thank you also to the 
members in attendance.  In truth, we (the SRM) may not 
appear to be a well-oiled machine, but Ken, Jack A., 
Sandy, Linda, Jess and Jack I. were articulate and impres-
ǎƛǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {waΣ ƻǳǊ ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǘǎέ ŀƴŘ 
issues concerning rangeland management.  We are for-
tunate to have them in leadership positions in our Soci-
ety. 

SRM NEEDS YOUR E-MAIL! 
If you have a new email  address, please login and update your online information 
or contact Karen Johnson, Karen@rangelands.org, for assistance. 

https://www.netforumondemand.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=SRM&WebCode=HomePage
mailto:karen@rangelands.org


 

 

Page 8 

Rangeland News 

 2010 SRM-RTEC Workshop 
άDǊŜŜƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ wŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 

Info and Request for Presentations 

The Rangeland Technology and Equipment Council 
(RTEC) will hold its annual workshop on February 7 
(Sunday afternoon) in conjunction with the 2010 SRM 
annual meeting in Denver.   RTEC is open to all 2010 
meeting participants interested in promoting the wise 
use and improvement of rangelands through the sup-
porting functions of equipment development and appli-
Ŏŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛǎ 
focused on new technologies and equipment that help 
land managers conserve energy or adapt to and/or miti-
gate the impacts of climate change.   

Organizers are developing the program now and 
would like to extend an invitation to businesses, re-
searchers and extension specialists, land managers, and 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ  
Of special interest is the use of native plants for biofuel 
production, energy saving technologies for rangeland 
improvements, and innovative applications of wind, so-
lar, hydro, or geothermal energy sources on rangelands.  
Presenters will be allotted 20 minutes for their presenta-
tion and are encouraged to bring 75 copies of a one page 

abstract for distribution to workshop participants.   

Companies interested in sponsoring the afternoon 
break may set up a small display in the back of the con-
ference room. 

If you are interested in making a presentation, spon-
soring the afternoon break, or would like more informa-
tion on the 2010 RTEC workshop, please contact either: 

Mike Pellant, Bureau of Land Management, 1387 S. 
Vinnell Way, Boise, ID 83709, 208-373-3823 (Fax-3850), 
Mike_Pellant@blm.gov 

Nancy L. Shaw, USDA Forest Service, Rocky Moun-
tain Research Station,  322 E. Front Street, Suite 401, 
Boise, Idaho 83702, 208.373.4360; FAX 208.373.4391 
nshaw@fs.fed.us 

A short meeting will be held at the end of the RTEC 
workshop to select the theme and committee to plan 
the 2011 workshop. More information on RTEC and the 
2010 meeting is available at: http://rtec.rangelands.org/
index.htm 
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IAC Room Share Program 

The 2010 Annual SRM meeting is only a few months 
away and members are starting to organize side meet-
ings, dinner dates, and room sharing with their friends. 
The International Affairs Committee (IAC) is coming to 
the aide of our international members with the Room 
{ƘŀǊŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ  ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ǎŀȅǎ 
Andres Cibils, IAC member. The benefits of this program 
have included  building strong life-time friendships and 
enabling our international members to be able to partici-
pate at the annual meeting.  

In the past, the IAC has received a few requests for 
locating cost effective rooms or roommates to keep 
travel costs down. The requests are now more numerous 
and the IAC would like to offer this experience to all SRM 
members. The IAC has a very simple process to get your 

name in the hat to help out our international members.  
For those wanting to share a room, please submit your 
name, gender, phone number or email, smoking or non
-smoking, dates available, lodging location, and any 
other remarks. If you have an interest in sharing a room 
with someone from a particular country, please, include 
this in your request. 

Humberto Perotto-Baldivieso, IAC Chair, feels very 
strongly about the benefits of this program for all of our 
members and is willing to coordinate the effort. Please 
send  all your information to Humberto , at  
hperotto@tamu.edu. Also send a courtesy copy to Her-
man Garcia at herman.garcia@co.usda.gov or call Her-
man at 303-915-7851.  

Thank you for your assistance in making the 2010 
meeting a greater success.   

mailto:Mike_Pellant@blm.gov
mailto:nshaw@fs.fed.us
http://rtec.rangelands.org/index.htm
http://rtec.rangelands.org/index.htm
mailto:hperotto@tamu.edu
mailto:herman.garcia@co.usda.gov
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This day-long symposium will focus on the applica-
tion of science to management of open space grass-
lands.  Speakers will provide insights on open space 
grasslands and the associated science to open space pro-
fessionals and advisory councils, county and municipal 
officials, special interest groups and SRM members inter-
ested in the management of open space grassland re-
sources.  The symposium will provide knowledge and 
understanding of the complexities of open grassland 
management to all the participants. 

Morning Topics: Ecology 

¶ Ecological Processes 

¶ Role of Ecological Disturbance in Grasslands 

¶ Influence of Fire and Grazing on Grasslands 

¶ Riparian Management in Grassland Environ-
ments 

Open Space Grasslands:  Science & Management 

 
 

Available Online: 

¶ Registration 

¶ Hotel Rates and Information 

¶ Pre-Convention Program  

 
 

63rd Annual Meeting of the SRM and the 50th Annual Meeting of the WSSA 
http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010 

Denver, Colorado           February 7-11, 2010           Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel  

2010 Endowment Fund Silent Auction 

The Silent Auction, sponsored by the Endowment 
Fund Development Committee, will again be conducted 
in the Trade Show area of the 2010 SRM Annual Meeting 
in Denver.  Contributed items for auction should be 
brought to the auction area between noon Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7, and noon Monday, February 8.  It would be 
helpful if Committee members were aware of planned 
contributions before meeting.  If possible e-mail Rod 
Heitschmidt (heitschmidt@att.net), Judith Dyess 
(jdyess@fs.fed.us), or Tom Bartlett (et101@ZiaNet.com) 

Afternoon Topics:  Management Issues 

¶ Managing for Desired Outcomes 

¶ Human Influence on Desired Outcomes 

¶ Integrating Cultural Values into Management 
 

This is a ticketed event, please check off on the reg-
istration form. 

For more information visit http://
www.rangelands.org/denver2010/
program_symposia_openspaces.shtml or contact 
Meaghan Huffman (303)678-6181 or mhuff-
man@bouldercounty.org 
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with a description of planned donated item and its ap-
proximate value before the convention.  This courtesy is 
not a prerequisite for donating to the auction. If you are 
unable to e-mail us before the convention, simply bring 
item(s) to Trade Show area between noon Sunday and 
noon Monday.  Your support of the continued growth of 
the Endowment Fund is of great benefit to the SRM 
membership.  Please plan on participating in this fun 
event by either donating items for sale and/or purchas-
ing items. 

http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010
mailto:heitschmidt@att.net
mailto:jdyess@fs.fed.us
mailto:et101@ZiaNet.com
http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010/program_symposia_openspaces.shtml
http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010/program_symposia_openspaces.shtml
http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010/program_symposia_openspaces.shtml
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Howdy Friends, 

IŀǘΩǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ wŀƴƎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Cƭȅ-In 
Participants!  I had the privilege of accompanying this 
crew in their agency meetings. I have worked for over 
five years in Washington, D.C. and assisted on countless 
fly-ƛƴǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ǊŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 
from across the country sit down in the hallowed halls of 
agency and bureaucracy and present with such profes-
sionalism and smooth advocacy.  SRM was well repre-
sented during these meetings.  Granted this crew might 
not have thought they achieved a notable mark of suc-
cess, I can assure you and them--- ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
get deliverables in Washington, D.C. Yet when reading 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ YƛǊōȅΩǎ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ L ƴƻǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƪŜȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜπ
ments.  (Note: check your inboxes because here shortly 
SRM will be issuing press noting the success of this fly-
in).   

On Capitol Hill Senate Democrats reached the magi-
cal number of 60 and will now be bringing a comprehen-
sive healthcare package for a vote after the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  The debate on this bill has soaked up a large 
amount of Congressional time.  It is now official that the 
Senate climate change legislation will be shelved until 
the 2nd Session of the 111th Congress.   

Across town it appears that no good deed goes un-
punished at the federal agency level. The Department of 
Interior and Bureau of Land Management recently an-
nounced their plans to deal with the excess numbers of 
wild horses and burros on public lands.  This plan has 
been met with an array of misinformed and misdirected 
responses from a few activists and organizations.  The 
Colorado based Cloud Foundation has teamed up with 
Grammy Award winning singer Sheryl Crow to protest 
the horse management plan.  Unfortunately Ms. Crow 
misrepresented the facts surrounding this plan when she 
stated ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǇ Ƴŀƴπ
aging these beautiful and important animals to extinc-
ǘƛƻƴΦέ 

John Holland of the Equine Welfare Alliance went as 
ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǇπ

tions after the BLM rejected its request to halt the 
ǊƻǳƴŘǳǇǎΦέ ό¢ƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΣ ²ƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ 
consider legal options, November 15, 2009)  

According to its November 12th release, http://
www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2009/
november/NR_11_12_2009.htm  ǘƘŜ .[aΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board will meet on Mon-
day, December, 7, 2009 in Reno Nevada to discuss issues 
relating to the management, protection, and control of 
wild horses and burros on public rangelands.  The one-
day meeting will take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., local 
ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴ !ǎŎǳŀƎŀΩǎ bǳƎƎŜǘΣ ммлл bǳƎƎŜǘǘ !ǾŜπ
nue, Sparks, Nevada 89431 (hotel phone: 1-800-648-
1177). The agenda of the meeting can be found in the 
November 10, 2009, Federal Register on page 58044.  

Attendees and interested stakeholders are invited to 
present or submit comments.  Speakers need to keep 
their comments less than three minutes.  Speakers must 
submit a written copy of their statement to the BLM at 
the meeting. Those who would like to comment but are 
unable to attend may submit a written statement no 
later than close of business December 2, 2009, to: Bu-
reau of Land Management, National Wild Horse and 
Burro Program, WO-260, Attention: Ramona DeLorme, 
1340 Financial Boulevard, Reno, Nevada, 89502-7147. 
Comments may also be e-mailed to: 
Ramona_DeLorme@blm.gov. Those submitting com-
ments electronically should include the identifier 
"WH&B" in the subject of their message and their name 
and address in the body of the message. 

For additional information regarding the meeting, 
please contact Ramona DeLorme, Wild Horse and Burro 
Administrative Assistant, at 775-861-6583. 

Thanks again to everyone that has signed up for the 
SRM Capital Updates.  Western Skies Strategies is cur-
rently updating both its SRM Capital Updates database 
and email format.  If you have subscribed we can assure 
you that you will be receiving new and improved up-
dates! As always if you are a current dues paying SRM 

(Continued on page 12) 

 

Capital Update  
From Jess Peterson  

http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2009/november/NR_11_12_2009.htm
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2009/november/NR_11_12_2009.htm
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2009/november/NR_11_12_2009.htm
mailto:Ramona_DeLorme@blm.gov
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16th Wildland Shrub Symposium 
Threats to Shrubland Ecosystem Integrity 

May 18-20, 2010   -  NEW DATES   
Utah State University     Logan, Utah, USA 

First Announcement 

¶ Call for Papers on January 1, 2010 

¶ Papers on Climate Change, Wildlife, Energy Extraction, Invasive Species, Restoration, 
Wildfire, Recreation, Livestock Grazing, Social and Economic Aspects, and Shrub Biology 
are encouraged 

¶ Program will include Plenary and Concurrent Sessions, a Poster Session, and Field Tours 
Contact Organizers: Tom Monaco (tom.monaco@ars.usda.gov) and Eugene Schupp 
(Eugene.schupp@usu.edu) 

National Invasive Species Awareness Week 
(www.nisaw.org) will be held Jan. 10-14, 2010, in Wash-
ington, DC. A broad coalition of agencies and organiza-
tions is hosting this event to: 

�9�� Call attention to invasive species issues ς target-
ing Congress and Federal agencies 

�9�� Generate action ς empowering new policies and 
adequate funding 

�9�� Build a national grassroots network ς working 
together to limit the impacts of invasive species  

Titled �^�/�v�À���•�]�À�����^�‰�����]���•�W�����Z���v�P�������v�������}�o�o���Œ�•�U�_ the 
conference will be organized thematically and in the 
context of securing adequate resources to address inva-
sive species in a time of global change. The three inter-
related themes for the morning plenary sessions are: 

�¾�� Invasive Species and Climate Change 

�¾�� Invasive Species and Energy (including biofuels) 

�¾�� LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴέ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ 

A broad range of agencies, groups, and organizations 
is impacted by invasive species issues. Participation by all 
is welcome at this national event. To that end, confer-
ence-organizers are soliciting proposals for three aspects 
of the conference: 

¶ The afternoons of Jan. 11-13 are open for op-

National Invasive Species Awareness Week  
Four Points Sheraton, Washington, DC 

Jan. 10-14, 2010  
Call for Presentations, Panels, Workshops, Discussions 

tional Special Issues sessions to be presented by 
groups with an interest in a particular issue or 
program. A Special Issues Session may be 30 
minutes to two hours long, depending on format 
(presentation, panel discussion, workshop). Ide-
ally, the session will be clearly related to one of 
the three themes listed above. Special Issue pro-
gramming will appear on the formal agenda for 
the week and will be open to all conference at-
tendees. 

¶ The morning of Jan. 14 is open for 10-minute 
ά²Ƙƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ μ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻέ presentations by 
organizations/programs engaged in work on in-
vasive species. The objective of this session is to 
introduce up to 20 groups or initiatives to a 
wider audience with the goal of starting to build 
a broad communication network among organi-
zations. We would appreciate an emphasis on 
the three thematic areas listed above. 

¶ To the extent feasible, conference-organizers 
are willing facilitate programmatic private, inva-
sive species-relevant meetings during the week. 
At the very least, we can let others know 
(through the website and bulletin boards) that 
your meeting is taking place. In some instances, 
we might be able to provide meeting space. 


