Roadblocks to implementation
and policies that create roadblocks
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Statement of Issue

By Greg McNamee

DESERTS DO NOT burn. Parched. unwatered. swept by
dehydrating winds, the deserts of the world are marked by a
scarcity of plant life. Thinly spread across the landscape, desert
plants do not grow densely enough to fuel the conflagrations
that sweep periodically through forests and prairies. Those fires
that do start out among the creosote bush or spinifex, the Tucson Wee k|y
ghost-gums or baobabs, caused by lightning or the casually _

tossed cigarette. are small and self-contained. When an Aprll 1996
unfortunate desert plant does go up in flames, it kindly spares ‘

its neighbors--1f only because its neighbors are far away.




