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Thresholds and triggers

AThresholdst NBLINS &Sy i O2Yy R
modify ecosystem structure beyond the limits
of ecological resiliengaesulting in the
F2NXIFOGA2Y 2F | GSNYI |
existence indicates a system that is not a
global equilibrium SYSIEN(Briskeet al. 2008)



Ecological resilience

A Resilience:the rate at which a system returns
to the original state following stress or
disturbance (perturbationgsarbour et al. 1999)

A Resilience:the amount of change or
disruption that is tolerated before a systemsn
transformed frombeing maintained by one
set of mutually reinforcing processes and
structures to a different set of processes and
StructureS(riskeet al. 2008 , Peterson et al. 1998)
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Thresholds and triggers

A Triggersd NBLINS&aSyid o0A20A0
events, acting independently or in combination,
that initiate thresholdrelated processes by

contributing to_ the immediate loss of ecosystem
NB a A f(Bz\skSety{I @(Bsﬁheﬁer& Carpenter 2003)




Western juniper
encroachment into
mountain big

sagebrush steppe




Western juniper woodland, southwestern Idaho, with dead and dying
sagebrush in the understory.
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Western juniper woodland, southwestern Idahoftigrowing season

following a September prescribed fire.
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Western juniper woodland, southwestern ldahoM6growingseason
post-fire



