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Strange Days on Planet Earth

Al mpacts are accelerating: gl obal c han

A Natural areas increasingly at risk i will restoration succeed?
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Invader Fuels a Fiery Cycle

By Tom KenworTHY
Washington Post Staff Writer

ELKO, Nev.
he wildfires began in early August
Tzlq;gl t | | le am

On the night of Aug. 4, 8,275
lightning strikes were recorded in one 12-
hour period in northern Nevada, and by the
next day some 300,000 acres of
were on fire or already burned. Within just
five days, more than 1 million acres had been
burned. By the end of the month, more than
1.5 million acres in Nevada had been
charred—an area 40 times as large as the Dis-
trict.

Fire has always been a natural part of the
Great Basin, the massive basin and range
country between the Rockies and Sierras that
includes most of Nevada, western Utah,
southern Idaho and southeast Oregon and
that appears to motorists hurtling between
Salt Lake City and Reno as a desert wasteland.
Of the major plant communities that exist
here—saogehnicsh «alt desert chrith and nin.

study and manage the land here, the fires that
now occur far more frequently and burn far
moreoftbelandscapeareastarkremmderof
an ecological crisis affecting much of the
Great Basin.

The big villain here
is cheatgrass, Bromus
tectorum, an annual

native to
Eurasia. Introduced in-
to this country around
the turn of the century,
cheatgrass  quickly
found a niche in the
West, where overgraz-
ing by cattle and sheep !
in the late 1800s had
weakened native per-
ennial bunchgrasses.
Today, cheatgrass oc-
cupies millions of acres
of land in the West,
and it has fundamen-
tally altered the nor-
mal fire timetable.

“Before we had
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rel tail, indian rice grass and idaho fescue—
“are all pretty well adapted to fire,” said Bob
Means, a fire ecologist with the federal Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM), which
oversees 75 million
acres in the Great Ba-

In the low-precipita-
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balancing commerce & conservation

AHistory i tragedy of the commons, spoke & wheel

A Policies and people i how to enrich social networks

A Taking credit for success i mobilizing citizens for science
A Forecasting and technology i iPhones and Facebook

A Global change and biofuels i actors in search of a play

A National Centers for Invasive Species




Section 2 & World Policy

AWeed management areas i radical democracy
A Kirstenbosch declaration & St. Louis protocol
ASocial marketingi Hummer s & Habi

A Do no harm i accountability and performance

A CBD, IPPC, OIE, NAPPO, CEC, and Weeds Across Borders
AISAC i our stakeholder entry point for spreading the word

A Definitions white paper / EDRR fund / Crosscut budget



Lodge et al. -- ESA

R B General Policy and Specific Figuce 1
nvasion grocess Management Options Recommendations
Species in 3
Pathway

1) Reduce species in pathways

l Prevention
2} Institute risk screening

Transported and —
Released Alive

Early Detection, 3] Monitor for early invasions
l Rapid Response &
Eracealan 4) Provide authority &
Population funding for eradication and
Established —_ Eansnl R
Contral and 5) Fund slow the spread
l Slow the Spread ’ programs P
Spread
Human Adaptation - -
Ecological, Human {change behavior and 6} Establish National Center
Health, or Econemic bear the costs) for Invasive Species
Impact | Management

http://www.ncseonline.org/Confe
rence/Biodiversity/Resources/Br
eakout%206/Lodge%20et%20al
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Now what???



