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Murphy Complex Fire Background

July 16 to August 2, 2007

Â Total acreage 
burned was 
652,000 acres:

Â Idaho: 482,000 
(largest fire in ID 
history since 
1910).

Â Nevada: 
170,000 acres. 

Idaho

Nevada



Fire ProgresssionFire Conditions

Å Dry spring & hot 

summer with record 

low fuel moisture.

Å July 18:

Å 95-100 degrees

Å RH under 10%

ÅWinds to 34 mph

July 18
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Task Group Charge

o Provide preliminary observationsand

recommendationson how plant communities and 

livestock grazing affected fire behavior.

o Provide recommendations for long-term 

research/studies needed to address issues 

regarding the use of livestock to reduce fuels while 

maintaining post-fire resource values.

o Discuss the potential application of the findings from 

the Murphy Complex wildfires to other areas.



Case Study Report

www.cnr.uidaho.edu/range/MurphyFireComplex



Murphy Complex Livestock-Fuels Report

Science

Targeted Grazing = The application of 
a specific kind of livestock at a 
determined season, duration, and 
intensity to accomplish defined 
vegetation or landscape goals.

Literature

Experience



Murphy Complex Livestock-Fuels Report

Study Approaches  

ÅObserved Effects - Mike Pellant

Å Fire-Modeling Approach-Steve Bunting

Å Vegetation Types and Fuel Consumption-Matt Brooks

Å Discontinuity and Contrast Examination-Jay Davison



Observed Effects

Five Pastures: Pre-fire sagebrush dominated


