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òTo Seed or Not to Seed, That Is the Question?ó

Topics

ÅState & Transition Model

ÅTools to Aid in Seed/No 
Seed Decision

ÅSummary

If You Seed, What Species Will be Applied?



Seed or Not Seed Decision

ÅMeet Land Use Goals

ÅFederal Agency Policy & Funding

ÅEcological & Social Implications
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Ecological & Social Implications

GOOD DECISION BAD DECISION

Apply seed where appropriate Donõt seed and invasives take over

Donõt seedand natural recovery 
occurs

Apply seed (introduced species) 
where natural recovery would occur



Potential Natural

Community

Shrub Steppe State and Transition Model

Healthy Sick

Life Threatening Illness

Triage Analogy
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Reference State
Shrub Steppe

Community A

Community B

Community C



Decision Model ñSeed or Not Seed 

Implement
post -fire

management 
to promote 
native plant 

recovery
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Exotics Natives

Threshold

Seed No Seed
?

Introduced < -- >  Natives
?



Shrub Steppe State and Transition Model

Potential Natural

Community



Decision Model ñSeed or Not Seed 

No Seeding 
or

Treat & 
Seed-

Strategically


