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Synthesis: 

Hot Deserts



Workshop I ïHot Deserts  (Karen Prentiss)

ÅPost-fire desired point is 
difficult to agree upon

Å There is a poor 
understanding of:
ïNatural range of variation

in fire regime characteristics

ïFire effects on plant 
communities and systems

ÅDifficult to predict system response
to management techniques (and ppt) 

ÅSuccessful post-fire management requires collaboration
(technical and political)

ÅA regional perspective is necessary

ÅStaff needed during first year of fire rehab; need consistency

Å Long-term monitoring is critical



Workshop I ïHot Deserts  (Sandee Dingman)

ÅFire Management Plans can be 
useful tools

ïEstablish goals and objectives

ïIdentify where and how fire 
management activities promote 
native vs. invasive species

ïAid in development of operational 
guidelines (specific to local needs)

ÅKnowledge of invasive specie
conditions can help fire managers respond proactively

ÅResearch is needed on relationships between fire and 
invasive plants

Å Post-fire rehabilitation efforts should include invasive species 
prevention

Å Lessons learned should be shared across jurisdictions; 
annually update management plans



Workshop I ïHot Deserts  (Julio Betancourt)

ÅFire labels (i.e., óbrush firesô) 
mislead the public

ÅFire risks (and costs) are 
distributed unevenly

Å Increased fire risks will change 
how communities grow (view-
sheds will become more costly 
to maintain; may dictate future 
development)

ÅNeed to improve stakeholder engagement (public and 
private), including insurance companies

Å Treatment prioritization of WUI lands should be based on high 
resource value areas

ÅSpend a whole lot now to save a whole lot later



Workshop I ïHot Deserts  (Travis Bean)

ÅEconomic impacts greatly exceed the costs of control

Å Funding is limited and inconsistent (unsustainable 
if using grants)

ÅComplex jurisdictional issues

ÅCodes and ordinances need to be revised to address 
target species

Å Conservation plans do not include resources for managing
lands they advocate 
purchasing

Å HOA open space rules 
need to be revised to 
allow for active 
management (instead of 
mandating 
non-disturbance)



Workshop I ïHot Deserts

ÅCritical Issues

ïCoordination

ïPrioritization

ïPublic Engagement

ïFuels Management

ïRehabilitation

ïPolicy

ïMonitoring

ïFunding

ïResearch


