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President’s Notes
WHAT AN OUTSTANDING ANNUAL MEETING!! Great crowd, fabulous tour,

and friends. A heartfelt thanks and hats off to the annual meeting committee; they

rangelands are very much alive and well.

President, TSSRM

I must say that | was impressed with the enthusiasm exhibited by our members
Paul Loeffler old and young, about our natural resources and our society. The stimulating conve
tions, interactions between folks of all ages, the willingness to help and general exc
ment present were refreshing to observe. A few months ago | wrote about each of us serving as “rainfall”

wonderful food, fantastic venues and the BEST PEOPLE... TSSRM members, familjes

put on

an event that will be remembered for many years to come. | hope you had a chanage to
make some new friends, renew some old acquaintances, relive some experiences g
perhaps most importantly, reassure yourself and others that the stewardship of our

nd,
native

both
rsa-

te-

to some

young person or someone else about rangelands and the stewardship of those lands. From my perspective, it

looks like it has been a good year; in both precipitation on rangelands and “rainfall” to those people who h

interest. Since we don’t have much control over the weather, please give thanks for the blessings of rain

ave an
and

good growing conditions for the resource and make it a point to provide some “rainfall” to someone you come in

contact with in the future.

I would like to ask each of you do a couple of things in regards to both yourself and TSSRM. The firstlis to

give some thought to our missidproviding Leadership for the Stewardship of Rangelands Based on Sound

logical Principles. What does this mean to you and how do you go about

accomplishing this mission, whether at work, play, in thought or action? The hS|de Story |

The second thing | hope you can do, and it might help with the first
item, is to find some time in your busy schedule to spend some quality, re- | SSRM New Members
flective time out on one of your favorite rangeland sites. Whether you ac- | >SRM Non-Renewed
complish this alone or in the company of someone special to you, please. Xemze\;\?'
take the time to enjoy and appreciate the outstanding beauty of rangelands D\;vr?rCau:jrllgers
and reflec_t on how t_hey serve to meet our many needs_. Whll_e many O N
work and interact with these natural resources on a daily basis (if we are  sherman Hammond
lucky), few of us really take the time in today’s hectic world to appreciate  Dr. Cody Scott
their grandeur. Who knows, taking the time to do this might just renew, ex-Outstanding Students
pand or redirect your passion for rangelands and those who are impacted b$teven G. Whisenant
them. Student Plant ID Contest

; T " Steve Nelle
Looking forward to see you “Out on the Range”. Clint Rolling

Hillingdon Ranch
;@wf_ Vo Dééﬁ([u, Bradley 3 Ranch
® Texas Native Lands Alliance

Eco-
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TSSRM New Members

Let us welcome our new members to the section.
Thank you for your continued support

for rangeland stewardship.

Robert Charles Anderson............ccccooeeeeieiiieeeeeeeee, Marathon
Matthew Chastain..............cevveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Dallas
Caitlin R. Connell...........oooooiiiii College Station
Rebeccca L. FlacK..........coooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeieeeeeeee e Uvalde
LaWrence C. GarCi@........uuuueeuuueeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeess Midland
JasoN P. GEIMQIOSS......ccooiiiiiieieeeee e Wellington
Rachel E. Holland...............covvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeieeieeeeeeee e Baerne
ANNE. Kuba......ccoo Bryan
Ryan D. McClintocCK..........cooovviiiiiiii Fort McKavett
RAIPN W. PO Abilene
Kaare J. REMME.......oouiiiiiiiece e San Marcos
Casey W. RIQOS.....coiaurrriiiieeeeeeiiieiee e Eart Stockton
Leah P. Van Maren.........ccccoeeeoeioiiieiiiiannd College Station
R0OSS J. WEISNURNN.......euiiiiiii e Columbus
Jeffery K. WGt ..o, Andrews
AlAN C. Y OTK i Happy

TSSRM Non-Renewed Members

Dear Members,

This is a list of the latest non-renewed members for the Texas section
as of October 2007. If you know anyone on this list please contact
them and invite them back. Membership is the backbone and the fu-
ture of our organization; maintaining our numbers will assure a
strong and successful society. Thank you for your continued efforts.

Jeremy Hasty Charles W. Roberts
Richard C. Kacir Rosendo Trevino, llI
Alan L. McWilliams Terry L. Whigham
Dr. William R. Ocumpaugh Angela S. Williams
Blake O. Payne Robert A. Wright
Ned S. Polk
Playa Lakes Symposium Oct. 8-10, 2008 ¥
October 23-24, 260kmbassador Hotel, AmaﬁHgSRM ANNU ALF
Red Buffalo Prescribed Burn School MEETING ¢

to be held in Mason or Kerr Counties
http://wwwyredbuffalo.com burn_schools.h
“Red Buffalo” Prescribed Burn Schools
January 2-6, 2008

2nd Annual College Student Burn School.

trI}l]acogdoches

January 26-31, 2008
SRM & AFGC 2008 Joint Annual Meeting
Building Bridges: Grasslands to Rangeland

[
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Prestigious Fellow Award

Dan Caudle

Dan Caudle was bestowed the 2007 Fellow Award by the
Texas Section Society for Range Management (TSSRM) for his
long term and excellent service to the organization. He has bden
a member of the TSSRM since 1972. He served as President|in
1995, First Vice President in 1994 and Second Vice Presidentjin
1993. Dan served as a Director from 1982-1984.

Dan made a five-year commitment to the Society when he
agreed to Co-Chair the 8&nnual meeting of the SRM in Fort
Worth in 2005. This was the third largest annual meeting in the
Society for Range Manage-ment’'s (SRM) history. Dan and his
Co-Chair coordinated the efforts of over 20 subcommittees for
several years prior to the meeting.

Dan has authored or co-authored 25 major publications an
has given 68 presentations across the nation relating to range management. In 2006 he received the USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Rangeland Conservationist of the Year. He received § Cer-
tificates of Merit with the USDA-NRCS throughout his career. He was bestowed the USDA Group Honor
Award in 1998 for his work as a Regional Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative Coordinator. Texas Tech Uni-
versity Department of Range Wildlife and Fisheries Management recognized Dan for his membership on the ad-
visory board from 1996-1998. The Lonestar Bow Hunters recognized Dan as their Conservationist of the|Year
in 1995. The Native Prairies Association of Texas honored Dan with an Award for Technical Excellence i
1992.

Just prior to Dan’s retirement with the USDA-NRCS, he was providing technical assistance, technology
transfer and training on grazing lands to NRCS personnel and others in his 13 state work area. He served on a
special assignment as the NRCS representative and project leader for interagency team to develop an Infer-
agency Ecological Site Description Manual for use by the three lead agencies as well as other agencies dnd or-
ganizations. His distinguished career with the Soil Conservation Service/Natural Resources Conservatiof Ser-
vice spanned from 1966 through 2006 calling Dan to serve in a variety of positions and locations.

Dan has been a leader in the field of rangeland conservation throughout his entire career. He has given
much of his time and all of his heart to the great cause of promoting rangeland management both in his career
and through his service to the TSSRM. It is with great honor that the Texas Section Society for Range Manage-
ment presents Dan Caudle with the 2007 Fellow Award.

Memorial Scholarship Recipient
Joshua Pearson

Joshua Pearson is a 2007 graduate of La Vernia High School, La Vernia,
Texas. Originally from San Antonio, Texas he moved to La Vernia ind

| became active in school and extracurricular activities including Wilson
@l County 4-H, Future Farmers of America, Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
1 National Honor Society and the Footballteam. Additionally, he has spentfime
raising and showing turkeys and has participated in the La Vernia Junior
Livestock show, San Antonio Livestock Show, Houston Livestock Show @nd
‘ Star of Texas Livestock Show. He has always had an interest in the outdoors
4 and in the past several years he has spent his summers broadening his
| knowledge of wildlife and conservation by attending several workshpps
including South Texas Bobwhite Brigade where he participated as a caddgt and
returned as an Assistant Covey Leader, Texas Chapter of the Wildlife Sogiety
Conservation Camp and the Texas Section Society for Range Managgment
Youth Range Workshop Currently he is attending Texas A&M — Kingsville majoring in Range and Wildlife
Management and is a member of the Plant ID team. The Texas Section Society for Range Managementis proud
to recognize Joshua Pearson as the 2007 recipient of the TSSRM Memorial Scholarship.




County Level Award
Sherman Hammond

Fort Stockton —Sherman Hammond, a Fort Stockton rancher and
businessmahas been selected to receive Eniend of SRMCounty
Level Awards. The Texas Section — Society for Range Management
presents this award as recognition to a person, business or organiza-
tion who assists this professional, international organization in prot
moting the concepts and principles of the art and science of sounc
range management practices. There are four County Level catedory
awards in which a person or organization may be recognized. They
are: Friend; NRCS; County Ag Agent; & Ag Science Instructor.
Hammond came to Pecos County from Alabama in 1959 and
started his career in a service station in Fort Stockton. Key invest
ments and partnerships over the years have enabled Sherman and his
wife, Nancy, to purchase her grandfather’s ranch (formerly knownjas
the Oates Ranch), and after making the final payment to family hejrs
in 2001, made the 100 + year old ranch, the “Hammond Ranch.” Through his partnerships, astute invesfments
and business ventures, Sherman has built an enviable monetary platform with which to finance his rangejand
water harvesting experiments and observations.
Sherman has a discerning eye for how the land responds to a particular treatment he has applied and he
keeps meticulous rainfall records yearly. This and his willingness to accept other management ideas kegp him
continually striving to improve his rangeland.
The long term average rainfall for Pecos County is about 12 inches annually. In this region of Texas,|con-
sidered by many as desert, Sherman has devised a management strategy and a land treatment techniqLI captur-

ing rainfall events effectively multiplying the moisture’s efficacy threefold. He grows extra forage by diverting
the water into the ground both vertically and horizontally through the use of contour ripping with a piece df
heavy machinery.
Hammond continually works to improve his rangeland. This ranch is also noted as being in the Ripley’s
Believe It Or Notbooks. The hills on the north portion of his property are named the Holy mountains becIuse
of a unique geographic feature originally discovered by a railroad conductor as his train moved through the
country. What the conductor saw was a series of ravines on the hills which spelled out the word, H-O-L-Y.
These hills are not treated with Sherman’s water conservation practices, but do contribute as a watershegl.
He readily shares his water harvesting and forage production strategies with others. Because of this, several
ranchers in and around Pecos County have adopted similar land treatment practices. Ranchers and ran¢h opera-
tions have been positively influenced by Sherman’s example of rangeland stewardship. Sherman also s;tares
what he considers to be his mistakes and his successes in capturing rainfall and encourages others to dqg the
same.
His many efforts to improve his land and share his knowledge are being rewarded by this award from|the
TX Section of the Society for Range Management during the annual meeting in Lubbock in October of 2007.

2007 TSSRM Student Plant ID Contest

Administered by J. R. Bell and Clint Rollins

Coordinated by Melissa Budd, Fred Reyna, Dandy Kothmann

Thirty-five students representing 6 universities participated in the 2007 TSSRM Student Plant ID Conrst.
Top team honors went to Texas A&M University, with TAMU-Kingsville placing second, and Texas Tech Wni-
versity in third place. Kimberly Haile of Texas A&M was named as the high scoring individual, with a scor¢ of
499 out of 500 possible points. She was followed closely in second place by her sister, Kelly Haile, also of
Texas A&M. Third place honors were awarded to Tyler Hawkins of Texas Tech University, who also servéd as
the coach for Texas Tech. Coaches for Texas A&M and TAMU-Kingsville were Dr. Robert Knight and Dr.
Poncho Ortega.




Outstanding Young Rangeland Professional
Dr. Cody Scott

Dr. Cody Scott, Professor of Animal Science at Angelo State
University in San Angelo Texas, was the recipient of the 2007 Out-
standing Young Rangeland Professional Award at the recent megt-
ing of the Texas Section Society for Range Management (TSSRM)
in Lubbock, Texas. The Outstanding Young Range Professionall
Award is presented by the TSSRM to an individual member who
has demonstrated extraordinary potential and promise as a range
management professional. This award is presented as an encour-
agement for outstanding performance by young men and women
entering the profession of range management.

Dr. Scott has been able to demonstrate his extraordinary proi-
ise as a range management professional over and over again in his
12-year career at Angelo State. He has gained a reputation as &
great research scientist and range management instructor. His many contributions to TSSRM and rangei man-
agement are extraordinary accomplishments for a Young Range Professional.

Dr. Scott's career has been devoted to rangeland related research and teaching. His research interets in-
clude using goats as a biological control of juniper, understanding the role of livestock and wildlife in the
spread of mesquite seeds, reducing poisonous plant problems, and other plant animal interaction and anjmal be-
havior interests. Dr. Scott feels that his primary objectives in teaching are to (1) improve students appregiation
of range and wildlife management, (2) introduce students to critical ideas and concepts in the field, (3) prpvide
students with an understanding and the tools necessary to evaluate issues in the field, and (4) improve their abil-
ity to solve problems encountered daily concerning range and wildlife management.

Dr. Scott has made many contributions to TSSRM. His activity at the Section level includes: College| Ac-
tivities Committee (1996-2006), Scientific Publication Committee (1998-2000, 2004), Young Professional
Program Chair (2001), Awards Committee (2003), Section Director (2005-2007), and Reviewer-Journal
Rangeland Ecology and Management (1995-2006). His greatest contribution to range management is hig ability
to produce rangeland managers. Students leave his classes and go into the work force with leadership abilities,
a general understanding of the basics of range management, the ability to implement what they learned, |and
most importantly the ability to be independent thinkers.

Dr. Scott has been able to positively impact TSSRM and range management as a whole in his short gareer.
His contributions will continue to grow and will undoubtedly be realized more and more in the years to cofne.
The Texas Section, Society for Range Management is proud to recognize Cody Scott for the Outstandingl
Young Rangeland Professional Award.

Outstanding Students
TSSRM Outstanding Sudents

gl Sl 2007Annual Meeting, Lubbock, TX
University
Mr. Kegan Crouch
Ms. Tiffany Barr L?l)i(\?esrspi\tg;M

Ms. Kimberly Haile
Sul Ross State /
University Ms. Kelly Haile
Ms. Catherine Brown
Mr. Aaron Roberts -lzi)i(\?esr;g/(:h
Tarleton State Mr. Tylehr Hawkins
University Mr. Joshua Britt

Ms. Melody Minkley




Outstanding Contribution
to Rangeland Management Award

Dr. Seven G Whisenant

The recipient of the 2007 Outstanding
Contribution to Rangeland Management
Award of the Texas Section — Society for
Range Management is Dr. Steven G.
Whisenant. Dr. Whisenant has had a long
and exceptionally productive career devot-
ing his talents and inexhaustible energy to
restoration of rangelands and other wild-
lands. He is recognized worldwide as the
authority on ecological restoration of de-
graded rangelands and other ecosystems.
His book “Repairing Damaged Wildlands”
is the most widely used ecological restora-
tion book in the world. It is used as a text-
book at universities in at least 21 countries

and is currently being republished in the Chinese language.
Dr. Whisenant's depth of knowledge on ecological restoration and his ability to communicate this kngwl-
edge has made him a much sought-after keynote and invited speaker at symposia throughout the world.{ He is
regularly asked to participate in or lead research projects in rangelands, forests, deserts, wetlands, and even ur-
ban areas throughout the world. He has brought ecological restoration and rangeland management knopledge
to rangelands in Texas, deserts of the Middle East, forests in Europe, Iran, Turkey and China, a subdivision in
Houston, and a landfill at Dallas.
Dr. Whisenant has made significant contributions to rangeland management in Texas through his regearch
on weed and brush ecology and management and fire ecology. He has made a major contribution to the future
of rangeland management through his teaching at Texas A&M University and at Brigham Young University.
His significant contributions to the scientific literature include 1 book, 5 book chapters, 36 scientific journgl
articles, and papers in over 25 conferences and symposia proceedings. Dr. Whisenant has been an actjve and
influential member of the Texas Section and the Society for Range Management throughout his career. He is
also an active member of the Society for Ecological Restoration, the Soil Science Society of America, and the
International Erosion Control Association. He was awarded the Outstanding Achievement Award by the|Soci-
ety for Range Management in 2004. He has served on editorial boards for the Journal of Range Management
and the Society for Ecological Restoration.
Dr. Whisenant’s appointments as Head of the Rangeland Ecology & Management Department at Texas
A&M University in 2004, as Interim Head of the Forest Science Department in 2006, and as Head of the [Eco-
system Science & Management Department in 2007, following the merger of Range and Forestry exemplify
the quality of his achievements and the esteem he has earned from his peers, administrators, and profegsional
societies. It is with warmest regards and gratitude for his many contributions that the Texas Section Sodiety
for Range Management presents Dr. Steve Whisenant the Outstanding Contribution to Rangeland Manage-
ment Award.




Outstanding Contribution
to Rangeland Management Award

Seve Nelle

The Texas Section, Society for Range Man
agement presented its most prestigious award
Steve Nelle at its annual meeting in Lubbock o
October 11, 2007. Each year the section awards
the Outstanding Contribution to Rangeland Marn)-
agement to the member(s) that it feels has ma
the most significant and noteworthy contributiorls
to the rangeland profession.

Steve is presently serving as Zone Biologis
with the Natural Resources Conservation Servige
in San Angelo. His career spans some 28 year!
as a range conservationist, district conservationist
and wildlife biologist. Steve has served five mat
jor land resource areas including the Rio Grand
Plains, Edwards Plateau, Central Basin, Texas
Claypan and the Trans-Pecos.

As a range conservationist and wildlife biolg
gist, Steve has been adamant that range and wild-
life management begins with proper stocking rates of both domestic animals and wild populations. Usir’_l'I his

)

D

exemplary skills as a communicator, Steve has been instrumental in getting stocking rates reduced on njany
ranches by as much as 50%. In addition, several thousand acres of planned grazing systems have been imple-
mented to improve rangeland mineral, energy, and water cycles through Steve’s work with individual ranchers.
Steve is a life member of the Society for Range Management and has served as a director of the Texas Sec-
tion in 1990-91, and 1998-2000. He also served as co-editor of Grassroots for three years during which ftime the
newsletter received two national awards for “Best Newsletter” and for which he was awarded the Sectior's
“Fellow Award” in 1995. Steve has been responsible for numerous range and wildlife tours and field days; he
has presented keynote papers at Section annual meetings, SRM national meetings and Range and Wildlife Sym-
posiums. Steve has also served as chair person and member of many Texas Section committees including Ac-
tivities, ORM, I&E, Photo Contest, OCRM, Public Affairs, Publication Award, and Youth Activities. Steve|is
also active as a member of the Texas Chapter The Wildlife Society, Native Plant Society, West Texas Dger
Study Group, Texas Wildlife Association, and Buckskin and Bobwhite Brigades.
Steve was the sole author of the NRCS publication The Use and Management of Browse in the Edwards
Plateau of Texas. This booklet with excellent color photographs discusses all aspects of browse managgment,
preferences, desirability and the implications of good and poor management. The publication is widely used by
ranchers, wildlife biologists, and university professors as an instructional tool. For the last several years| Steve
has written and distributed “Riparian Notes” on a bi-monthly basis. This fact sheet has state-wide distribution
to environmental groups, river authorities, state and federal agencies, and private individuals.
Steve and his wife Marnie live in San Angelo, where they are actively involved in church activities ar{

where Marnie volunteers as a tutor to third grade students. They have three children and two grandchildren.
Steve Nelle is widely recognized by the ranching community, academia, and professionals in the range and
wildlife community as a consummate professional and outstanding conservationist. In the final analysis,
Steve’s heart is for the land, his tracks are on the land, and the impact of his work will be reflected in the|land
for many, many years. The Texas Section, Society for Range Management is proud to recognize Steve [Nelle
for his Outstanding Contribution to Rangeland Management.




Special Recognition Award
Clint Rollins

The Texas Section, Society for Rande
Management presented a Special Recogni-
tion Award to Clint Rollins at its annual
meeting in Lubbock on October 11, 2007.
This award is presented to certain indi-
viduals for the outstanding contributions
they have made to the general field of
range management. The Special Recogni-
tion Award has not been presented to ar
individual since the annual meeting in
1999.

Clint is presently serving as Range-
land Management Specialist with the
Natural Resources Conservation Servicg in
Amarillo. His career spans some 25 years
with the USDA- NRCS as a District con-
servationist and Rangeland Management
Specialist. Clint has served in Abilene,
Baird and now in Amarillo where he is ret
sponsible for providing rangeland techni
cal assistance to landowners and operatprs
and handles special assignments in 52 counties of the Texas Panhandle.

Clint has been a member of the Society for Range Management since 1983 where he has helped withi joint
meetings with Texas Chapter of Wildlife Society and the technical tour for this years annual Texas Sectioff SRM
in Lubbock. He has received numerous awards from USDA- NRCS for his work with landowners and other agen-
cies. He works closely with specialists from Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, US Fish & Wildlife Servi
and Texas Cooperative Extension as well as many other agencies and organizations in Texas, Oklahomaj New
Mexico, and Colorado.

Clint has conducted numerous rangeland management workshops and technical training sessions thrgughout
the High Plains and Rolling Plains of Texas. He provided technical assistance to landowners and operatars fol-
lowing the devastating wildfires that swept through the Panhandle in March of 2006. Clint received awards from
NRCS and recognition from local governments for his tireless efforts with this project.

Clint developed technical publications on brush management and the basic principles of range management
which have been distributed to landowners, agency personnel, and students. He has developed 23 Ecoldgical Site
Descriptions in 4 Major Land Resource Areas and trained many new NRCS employees.

Clint's most recent accomplishment was taking the lead role in developing the book “Common Rangeland
Plants of the Texas Panhandle.” The book, which contains color photographs, line drawings, and technical infor-
mation on 200 plants in the Texas Panhandle and adjacent regions, was developed as an educational respurce to
assist landowners, ranchers, teachers, and students in the identification of rangeland plants and their value in the
ecosystem. The book has become popular in Texas as well as several other states and is used by 4-H afd FFA
plant identification and land judging teams, County Extension Agents, private landowners, several universities,
government agencies, and other organizations. This book is a major contribution to range and wildlife maphage-
ment in Texas.

Clint Rollins is one of the most dedicated, energetic, and innovative range management specialists in his pro-
fession. He is “in his element” when he is working in the field with a rancher or conducting a range management
workshop for producers. The Texas Section Society for Range Management is proud to recognize Clint Hollins
for the 2007 Special Recognition Award.
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Outstanding Rangeland Management Award
Hillingdon Ranch

The Hillingdon Ranch, located near Comfort,
Texas, is operated by Robin and Carol Giles and thei
son Grant. This is a 20,000-acre ranch with 800 acre
owned by Robin and his family and the remaining
acreage leased from more than 200 relatives and heiljs
of the original ranch.

The Hillingdon Ranch was established in 1887 by
Alfred Giles, Robin’s grandfather. Robin and his fam-
ily have operated the ranch since 1959. They stock
the ranch with Angus cattle, Angora goats and Ram-
bouillet sheep. The stocking rate is evenly propor-
tioned in thirds of cattle, sheep, and goats. Robin feels
that this type of animal mix allows for use of forage
that would otherwise be lost because of differing ani-
mal diet preferences.

Range condition and trend have shown vast im-
provements over the years due to planning, good dec
sions and grazing management techniques employed
When Robin began operating the ranch, there were
many areas within each pasture that were in poor cor
dition due to spot grazing. Presently, good condition
rangeland is more uniform across the ranch.

Big bluestem, Indiangrass, and little bluestem are prevalent over much of the ranch. Robin has learred
how to graze and manage these species to get the most out of them and keep them increasing in the ec@system.

The ranch realizes the value of their wildlife resources. A deer census is conducted annually on the fanch,
and the data is used to determine harvest numbers and to balance the buck:doe ratio to ensure higher guality
and appropriate numbers of deer to maintain on the ranch.

Improvements in range hydrology have mirrored the increase in overall range condition. Infiltration is
high resulting in an increasing number of springs and increased spring flow of existing springs. Some springs
that once dried up during the summer now flow year long.

The ranch is stocked at about 25 acres/animal unit/year. Eleven herds with various mixes of cattle, sheep,
and goats are rotated based on a decision deferment. Each herd has two to four pastures available for if at any
one time. Brush and weed control is achieved biologically with goats and sheep. For example, when small
ashe juniper begins to come into a pasture, goats are concentrated in that pasture during the dormant sgason to
consume the juniper.

Robin and the family’s interest extends to things other than ranchings-
Robin has coached 4-H Range Evaluation teams for nearly 30 years apd
has numerous state champion teams and 3 national champion teams.

Robin, Carol and Grant take pride in their range management on the
Hillingdon Ranch. Robin has been a featured speaker promoting rang
management at numerous state and national meetings, and the ranch has
been the site of several state tours for various groups as well as a classroom
for various university groups.

Finally, the Giles family loves the land and the resources that God has
given them to take care of. The Texas Section, Society for Range Marjage-
ment is pleased and proud to bestow the Outstanding Rangeland Mangage-
ment Award to the Hillingdon Ranch.

V)
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Outstanding Rangeland Stewardship Award

Bradley 3 Ranch
Minnie Lou Bradley, Mary Lou Bradley Henderson, and James Henderson

The Bradley 3 Ranch produces registered Angus bulls
and heifers as well as quality wildlife. The ranch is owned
and operated by Minnie Lou Bradley and her daughter and
husband, Mary Lou Bradley Henderson and James
Henderson. The ranch has been in the family since 1954.

The ranch lies in northwest Texas in the Red River Basjn.
It boasts rolling native rangeland and productive bottomlanlis,
all managed very carefully for both the livestock and wildlifg.
The family has utilized extensive cross fencing, patchwork
spraying of brush and weeds, rotational grazing and water ¢le-
velopment. They employ the latest technology, whether for
management of their registered livestock or wildlife. The ent
tire ecosystem is considered with each action on the ranchja

truly integrated and comprehensive operation.
The Bradley family has partnered with numerous organizations from Texas Cooperative Extension to USDA-
NRCS to Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association. They have both utilized the expert advice ayailable
and shared their experiences with many groups on tours.
The Bradley Ranch is often known best for the association with B3R Country Meats. B3R Country Meats
was an industry leader as the first supplier of branded beef products. Before the business was sold in 2004, it was
one of the most recognized agricultural businesses in the meat industry. However, the Outstanding Rangejand
Stewardship Award recognizes the Bradley family for their stewardship of the ranch itself.
Minnie Lou Bradley and her family have shown that sound stewardship and success can go hand-in-hand in
the ranching industry. The Texas Section SRM is proud and pleased to honor the Bradley 3 Ranch with thg 2007
TSSRM Outstanding Rangeland Stewardship Award.

Texas Native Lands Alliance

During the business meeting at the Lubbock Annual Meeting, a report was given on the formation of t
Texas Native Lands Alliance (TNLA). The initial thought of creating a coalition to unite groups with like inter-
ests for native lands came from the Texas Section Society for Range Management. In response, TSSRM fook the
lead in organizing and funding the costs of a task force of 6 organizations to develop the structural framework of
the coalition, that is now called TNLA. Task force members were Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Associa-
tion, Texas Nature Conservancy, Texas Wildlife Association, Texas Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative] Dow
AgroSciences, and Remme Corporation.
On October 4, 2007 approximately 45 people representing 26 organizations and businesses met at the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center to hear presentations from the task force on the value and benefits of creadting
TNLA. Our task force partners helped to defray meeting costs associated with the Austin meeting.
During this meeting, Kirby Brown, Executive Vice-President of Texas Wildlife Association, gave an over-
view outlining how the TNLA process should work. The TNLA guiding documents were developed using the
framework of American Wildlife Conservation Partners of which Mr. Brown is currently chairman.
On the way home from the meeting | stopped outside to fuel up and got into a conversation with a nice
gentleman. One item lead to another and the subject of wind energy came up. He commented that it wag a good
thing they were using the land out west for wind energy since it was not useful for anything else. | decided it was
time to try and tell him the value of those lands to Texas. | probably was not able to totally convince him af my
position, but at least he does have some points to ponder. | see TNLA being the mechanism that can be ysed to
help educate Texans about the importance of native land ecosystems to the future of Texas.
As was mentioned at Lubbock, TNLA is going to happen. As a member of TSSRM | would hope you take
pride in knowing your organization was responsible for starting that little snowball rolling downhill.
For more information about TNLA visit their websitenatw.texasnativelands.org




